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Overview 
Black Lane Primary School is a caring and nurturing school. Senior leaders promote a vision that 

focuses on striving to ensure that everyone is happy, healthy and safe. All staff share this vision. 

They are compassionate and support the needs of individual pupils well. As a result, pupils have 

high levels of well-being across the school. Most pupils behave well in class and when moving 

around the school. At playtimes, nearly all pupils play well together and enjoy spending time with 

their friends. 

Within the positive learning environment, most pupils make good progress in all areas of learning 

during their time in school. Pupils and staff enjoy being a part of Black Lane Primary and they are 

proud of their school. 

Senior leaders, supported by governors, work diligently to evaluate the school’s strengths and to 

identify areas in need of improvement. They plan for change effectively and have a strong track 

record of improving teaching and learning. For example, they have improved provision to develop 

pupils’ Welsh language skills. 

The support for pupils in need of additional help with their learning is a strength of the school. 

There are effective arrangements in place to identify and meet pupils’ needs during their time at 

the school. This supports pupils with additional learning needs (ALN) to make good progress in 

relation to their individual targets. 

Teachers plan exciting and engaging activities for pupils and learning is fun. Nearly all pupils are 

highly engaged in lessons. Staff support pupils well to develop the skills they need to improve 

their own work. Teachers generally have suitable expectations for the standard of pupils' work and 

the progress they make. However, they do not always match the level of challenge well enough to 

pupils' capabilities, especially in the mixed age classes. Senior leaders have supported staff to 

develop engaging learning areas outdoors, to further develop pupils’ skills and opportunities to 

explore the natural environment. However, the provision for purposeful and meaningful outdoor 

learning, especially for older pupils, is at an early stage of development. 

The school collaborates well with parents and the local community. Parents have beneficial 

opportunities to visit school and engage in their child’s learning journey through regular ‘come and 

see’ sessions. Pupils enjoy the many opportunities to perform and to meet people that live and 

work in the local area, to enhance their learning experiences.  
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Recommendations 

R1 Ensure that teaching and planned activities challenge all pupils and support them 
to make the progress of which they are capable of 

R2 Further develop outdoor learning experiences for pupils 

What happens next 
The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection. 
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School context 

Name of provider Black Lane C.P. School 

Local authority Wrexham County Borough Council 

Language of the provider English 

Type of school Primary 

Number of pupils on roll 148 

Pupils of statutory school age 112 

Number in nursery classes 18 

Percentage of pupils eligible for free school 
meals over a three-year average (The 
national percentage of pupils eligible for 
free school meals over a three-year 
average in Primary is 23.0%) 

25.1% 

Percentage of pupils identified as having 
additional learning needs (a) (The national 
percentage of pupils identified as having an 
additional learning need in Primary is 
16.1%) 

4.5% 

Percentage of pupils who speak Welsh at 
home 0.0% 

Date of headteacher appointment 01/02/2018 

Date of previous Estyn inspection (if 
applicable) 01/05/2015 

Start date of inspection 06/11/2023 

© Crown Copyright 2024:  This report may be re used free of charge in any format or medium 
provided that it is re used accurately and not used in a misleading context.  The material must be 
acknowledged as Crown copyright and the title of the report specified. 

Publication date:  11/01/2024 

Please note that the photographs displayed may not be of the school that is the subject of this 
report. 
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