
   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 Maths focus – Subtraction/ Taking away 

 

 

Reception skills  Year one skills 

 Writing Station 

 

Imagine you are either the snail 

of the whale. Can you make a 

letter or post card telling a 

friend about some of the places 

you have been and the things you 

have seen.  

 

WILF below as an idea to 

support.  

Book nook 
Remember to keep accessing oxford 

reading buddy and reading as often as 

you can.  

 

Listen to the story of ‘The snail and the 

whale’.  

 

 

Can you tell a member of your family all 

of the places the snail and the whale 

travel too.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x88

7mPO9X9c 

Oracy task 
 

Talk to a member of your family 

about your boat. Did it float or 

sink? Explain to them my you 

think it either floated or sank.  

 

Tell them about the materials 

you have used and how you 

joined them together.  

Maths focus 
 

See below- 

subtraction focus  

 

Year ones- abacus 

online games 

accessed using their 

log in details.  

 

https://www.topmark

s.co.uk/maths-

games/5-7-

years/addition-and-

subtraction 

Outdoor 
Go on a snail hunt.  

 

Either draw or take pictures of 

the snails you find and then you 

can find out what type of snail 

they are when you are back 

home. 

Word Detective 
Reception- ap focus (three letter words 

such as cap, tap, lap all with the et 

sound)  

 

Year ones- ai, er focus (nail, snail, rain, 

ladder, butter) 

 

(this is a guide children can focus on all 

sounds if they want to)  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zvq9bdm/articles/zvmnmfr- video about 

er  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zvq9bdm/articles/z4xsxyc - ai sound 

  Let’s Investigate 
Can you find out five facts 

about whales. Share these with 

me or a member of your family 

in any way you choose- it can be 

a poster, drawing, fact page, a 

video recording. Its up to you.  

 

Useful websites- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies

/radio/show-me-show-me-

whales?collection=show-me-

show-me-on-cbeebies-radio 

 

https://www.whale-

world.com/facts-about-whales-

for-kids/ 
 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk

/discover/animals/sea-

life/killer-whale-facts/ 

      Design and 

make  
 

Can you make a boat? 

 

You will need to think 

about what makes a 

good boat eg- it can 

float.  

 

Think about the 

materials you will use 

and then when you 

have finished test 

your boat in the 

water.  

 

There are some ideas 

below-  

Malleable/ cooking  
 

Make your own snail slime - 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.co

m/howto/guide/how-make-

slime 

Creative  

 

Listen to the Whale song below-  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xo2

bVbDtiX8 

 

Can you make your own whale song you 

can use instruments or just your voice.  

 

What would you say if you were a whale? 

 

Welsh development  

 

Time – can you play the game 

Faint or Gloch Mr Blaidd? 

(what’s the time Mr Wolf?) 

 

Just like we have played in 

school.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=HXt0fkeqJ3Y 

 

The video above shows what to 

do.  

Physical/ 

Movement 
  
https://www.gonoo

dle.com/ 

 

Sign up for free- 

daily activities and 

movement tasks.  

 

Cosmic kids yoga- 

www.cosmickids.co

m 
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• Recite numbers up to 20, forwards and 

backwards, and from different starting 

points. 

• Mentally recall ‘one less’ of a number 

within 10.  

• Take away objects to find ‘how many are 

left?’.  

• Solve simple problems in a practical 

situation that involve simple addition and 

subtraction up to 5. 

• Recite numbers up to 100, forwards and 

backwards and from different starting point. 

• Mentally recall ‘one less’ of a number 

within 20. 

• Add and subtract numbers involving up to 

10 objects.  

• Solve one-step problems that involve 

addition and subtraction, including missing 

number problems,  e.g. 7 + ¨ = 9, using 

concrete objects and pictorial 

representations. 

 

   
•  Subtraction using money to build upon last weeks focus. This can be done practically using coins to support.  

• Lots of practical activities eg starting with 6 sweets/ grapes how many left when we eat one? How many left when we eat 

two etc.  

•  lots of counting backwards making it as fun as possible- count the stairs as you go down them, counting backwards in 

hops and jumps or when clapping hands.  Start from different points to make sure your child really understands. Eg 

6,5,4,3,2,1 rather than always 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, etc  

 

 
 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 
Snail and the Whale postcard or letter  

 
Reception – WILF-  
 1. letters are facing the right way and are on the line.  

2. Finger spaces between words.  

3. Sounding out each word.  

 

Year one-  
1. Sounding out each word and spelling key words I know correctly- such as that, this, when. 

2. finger spaces between each word and full stops at the end of sentences.  

3. Capital letters to start sentences.  

 

Reception can try the year one WILF if they want to.   

 



   

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

Snail craft and boat making ideas  
 

   

 

 

   
 

   
   

 



   

 

   

 

    

   
 

 

Useful websites-  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/genie-plastic-

planet?exitGameUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fcbbc%2Fgames%2Fplastic-planet-marine-rescue-

game%3Fcollection%3Dcbbc-top-picks-today- fun game freeing the Whales from plastic pollution.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/genie-plastic-planet?exitGameUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fcbbc%2Fgames%2Fplastic-planet-marine-rescue-game%3Fcollection%3Dcbbc-top-picks-today-
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/genie-plastic-planet?exitGameUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fcbbc%2Fgames%2Fplastic-planet-marine-rescue-game%3Fcollection%3Dcbbc-top-picks-today-

